Another use of this method is-to show the depth of foreign bodies and the direction of sinuses which assume a definite position instead of appearing in space.
No one would expect a busy radiologist to paint out the background for cases other than for publication, but he could, without defacing the bones, scratch the skin outline before printing, and so give the practitioner his " bearing." Un- doubtedly the best feature of this method is that it forms a link between the experienced radiologist and the practitioner and student. 
